TELL ME A STORY Hansel & Gretel Character Breakdown 1.

HANNAH PORTER is a 28 year old Army vet. She was in the
middle of her second tour before an injury sent her home to
New York City where she now works as a personal trainer in a
private gym. Hannah is the definition of controlled chaos.
On the outside, she is fit and composed, but a quick look
inside reveals years of damage. Abandoned by their mother at
an early age (she left to start a new life with another man),
Hannah and her brother, Gabe, lived with their dad until he
died of cancer when she was 18. With no real family, Hannah
ran away to the army. It provided her security and a way to
care for her younger brother. She routinely sent him money
while she was serving in Iraq, helping him financially.
Wounded on duty, Hannah was honorably discharged and returned
to New York where she began to forge a new life. Though
she’s on the right path, nothing is working for Hannah.

Still stung by a mother who abandoned her and dealing with
PTSD, Hannah is barely hanging on. Unable to connect with
people and have meaningful relationships, Hannah continues to
struggle daily. But you would never know it for Hannah keeps
her emotions hidden away inside, where no one can see or
help. Like the children from the fairy tale, Hannah and Gabe
are both starving (‘emotionally’ in our real world parallel)
and suffering from the betrayal levied by the ones who should
love them most. Their story begins when Gabe calls on Hannah
to save him from his latest crisis. Though Hannah is
outwardly annoyed that she has to rescue him for the
umpteenth time, she subconsciously relishes the opportunity
to be a hero again. After all, she made a better soldier than
civilian and if she’s not a warrior bad ass, then she’s just
a little girl who wasn’t enough for her own mother.

Hannah and Gabe'’s journey through the dark woods of
addiction, murder, and cover ups brings them to a hidden
cache of 2 millions dollars and the siblings can’t help but
take a bite from the proverbial candy house. This of course
puts them on a collision course with the Witch, a fierce
Queenpin who doesn’t appreciate Hannah and Gabe’s hands in
her cookie jar. Their dangerous escape from the Witch’s
lethal enforcers will lead them right back to the root of all
their strife, their mother, and Hannah will be forced to
confront the trauma of her abandonment. Hannah'’s anger at
her mom keeps her trapped in the past and tethered to an
identity she no longer needs, the wounded warrior. It’'s when
she finally let’s go of her hurt that Hannah finds the
strength to question the person she’s become and decide if
that’s who she really wants to be. The stakes climb even
higher when Gabe falls further into jeopardy and Hannah must
take down the Witch while reckoning with herself.
Ultimately, Hannah learns to not let pain define her, a path
of self discovery that leads her to a new home -- a better
future with Gabe.
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TELL MEASTRY

CONTINUED:

MITCH
it on before you get to the
park. ere’'s too many cameras
out ther

Just the three o

Mitch nods.

MITCH
You screw this up and Sam wi
fuck both of us, you understand:

EDDIE
Yeah, I got it, Jesus...

Eddie hates the way Mitch treats him. It sucks being

EXT. NYC STREET - MORNING

Brake lights shimmer against wet pavement. Somewhere
downtown. The rain has let up. It’s more of a mist.

A nightclub in the morning. Never a pretty sight.
Several PARTIERS stumble out the door. Hungover, still
high...looking rough. They stand under an awning. A
sign reads THE WOODS. This is the afterparty crowd.
They say their goodbyes and split up, call Ubers, etc...

One guy chooses to walk in the mist. GABE PORTER, 25,
young and handsome but a little worse for wear at the
moment. Too much partying is starting to take its toll.
He walks along the sidewalk, tired, drained of life. He
crosses the street, disappearing down a subway entrance
just as...

A JOGGER, in rain gear, darts across the street. STAY
WITH THE JOGGER as he moves down a side street, skirting
around the morning foot traffic. CLOSE ON JORDAN RILEY,
35, earbuds dangling. A lean, slight build, a result of
his dedicated morning run, rain or shine. The perfect
exercise for a man who lives in his head. A thinker and
observer. Quiet but approachable. In that way you
approach a stranger to ask directions. Jordan would be
the stranger of choice. Mainly, because a) he oozes
people pleaser charm, b) he’s gentle and couldn’t
intimidate a puppy, and most importantly, c) he’s certain
to have the answer.

HANNAH |
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CONTINUED:

He crosses an intersection as a CAR almost ends his life.
The driver SLAMS on its brakes as Jordan darts around and
keeps going. A daily occurrence. It barely registers
with Jordan. He journeys on, a WOMAN on a bike WHIZZES

by him...

FOLLOW THE WOMAN as she navigates her bike down 7th
Avenue. Meet HANNAH PORTER, 28. Upon first looks,
Hannah is vibrant and physically fit. A very determined,
direct, and composed woman. But look closer and you’ll

find a different story within -- one of tragedy and pain.
A story no one hears. Hannah keeps it buried away where
it simmers and grows... sometimes seeping out, causing

all sorts of problems. She turns onto a Village street
lined with apartments and brownstones.

A small two story townhouse. O0ld and in need of
renovation but that’s its charm.

The CAMERA DRIFTS up to a window where the young nd

extremely alluring KAYLA SHERMAN, 17, can be segh moving
about her bedroom. THE CAMERA ENTERS--
INT. SHERMAN TOWNHOUSE - KAYLA'S BEDROOM - ORNING

about. KAYLA
something. And
anger in

rough her like the

A small bedroom. Moving boxes are stac
digs through one. She’s on the hunt f
it has her angry. But there’s a lot
everything Kayla does. Anger flows
blood in her veins.

TIM SHERMAN, 38,

From the open doorway, her fatheyf
as she slings things

appears. He watches his daught
about in her search.

, too high, too tight -- a

Tim eyes her outfit. Too 1
sexualized for her age.

father’s nightmare.

TIM
pot you’re looking for.
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HANNAH

A s 2, I

gives him another kiss. Longer. Sweeter.

CONTINUED: (2)

JORDAN
Yeah, but we’re in a good place
ith work. The plan was to start

BETH

babies.

Let’s get to it.
Vegas this weeken
sex and gamble.

Oh my god, he's serious. Beth is
conversation now.

BETH
I'm walking out the door. I lov
you.

INT. GYM - MORNING 3‘- i

A large modern gym in the city. Hannah, a trainer, in
her workout gear, trains a client, TERRY, 38. Big
muscles covered in army tats and a prosthetic leg tells
us he’'s a war vet.

Terry lies on a mat working his tricep with a tension
cord while Hannah hovers over him. They chat and work
out. The typical client/trainer relationship.

START —
; He came by this weekend to grab
the rest of his stuff.
(pulls the bands for

tension)
Burn it out. Three more.
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Terry burns out three more. He’s out of breath.

TERRY
So you guys are really done?

HANNAH

It’s official, he took his
Playstation.

(CONTINUED) 3



10.

CONTINUED:
TERRY
I thought things were okay?
HANNAH
He was too well adjusted for me.
I need broken and damaged.
She laughs it off... or is attempting to...

TERRY
No, we don’t. Jesus, we're
damaged enough.

HANNAH
I'm joking. C'mon, roll over.
Planks.

TERRY

It took me three years before I
could navigate dating. What does
your therapist say?

Hannah shrugs. Not her favorite subject. Terry gives
her a pointed look, rolling over into a plank.

HANNAH
I took a break. It was hard to
schedule. Now, I have to refile
my paperwork. You know the VA
Center. They don’'t make it easy.

Terry listens to her excuses. He doesn’t call her on it.
He’'s a kind man.

TERRY
I still go once a week.
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HANNAH
I'll start back up.

TERRY
It’s only been two years.

HANNAH
Lift up, straighten your back.

Terry holds his plank for as long as he can then hits the

mat. He sits up. Grabs his water bottle.
(CONTINUED) l/
|

TERRY
I was there with you. Two tours
we did together. You know I know.



11.
CONTINUED: (2)

HANNAH
Okay, I'll call the VA today.

But Terry knows lip service when he hears it. Yet he
doesn’t push. Everyone’s Jjourney is different.

Standing at the stove, scrambling eggs is QOLLEEN
SHERMAN, attractive and sexy at 60 -- a wgfian who never
stands at a stove. But here she is, attejlpting to cook
breakfast. She has a chic Village vibe. J Her long legs
and lean physique from her days as a prgfessional dancer
are still evident. Colleen is the grangmother of this
story, but suffice to say there’s nothjhg grandmotherly
about her -- she's far too young and ylbrant.

Tim sits at the kitchen counter wherg food is laid out.
Bacon, toast, juice... Kayla entergl Tim looks up from

his coffee.

TIM
Your grandmother is ma}fing eggs.

COLLEEN
I'm making an efforfy, not sure
they'’'re eggs.

Too late now. § The damage is done.

TIM

Here sit, eflt something.

Kayla takes a seat, goicks at some bacon. Colleen eyes

her revealing outf

COLLEEN

Don’t gfou look nice. Very sexy.

Tim looks at hfs mom. Really? Colleen serves up the
eggs.

COLLEEN
was slutty when I was your age
00.

looks at his mother, surprised. So does Kayla.

(CONTINUED)

|
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CONTINUED: (2)

GABE
Call for help.

But Billy doesn’t move. He stands immobile. His face in
frozen panic.

GABE
Goddammit, Billy...

Gabe races to the phone, picks it up. It RINGS and
RINGS. Behind him, Billy is seen grabbing his shirt and
bag —- Gabe turns in time to see Billy race out of the
door. WTF? Where is he going? Gabe throws the phone
down, chases after him.

GABE
Billy? Billy?

Just then, he hears a NOISE from the floor. He turns
back to Dan. His body moves slightly. Gabe races to
him.

GABE
You had me scared.

Gabe kneels just as Dan’s eyes flutter about... then his
eyes lock... frozen...

GABE
NooooOOO00OO . « «

Gabe tries to administer CPR... he opens his breathing
canal, presses on his chest...

Gabe spirals. No, no, no.... He rises, spinning out.

He doesn’t know what to do. He races to the phone, picks
it up... but then stops short of dialing. Jesus... this
can’t be happening.

The walls of the room close in on Gabe as he completely
flips out. He goes to the body again. Checks his
breathing, hoping he’ll miraculously awaken. He begins
to cry, his back heaving...

Fuck, fuck, fuck...

INT. HANNAH'S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Hannah lays on her couch watching some lame TV show. It
ends. Hannah yawns and turns off the TV. She gets up
and goes to--

p—
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INT. HANNAH'S APARTMENT - BATHROOM - NIGHT

Hannah enters the tiny bathroom. She turns on the shower
and begins to strip. As she pulls her sports bra off,
her back is seen. It'’s severely scarred. Burned badly.
A souvenir from her time in Iraq.

Just then, her CELL RINGS from the other room. Half
dressed, she races to get it. Caller ID says GABE. She
hesitates. Does she want to answer it? But, then--

HANNAH
Hello? Gabe?

Screaming. Crying is heard. Gabe is an explosion of
emotion. SCENE INTERCUTS:
INT. HOTEL SUCRE - DAN’S SUITE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT
Gabe is on his cell, hysterical, crazed--

GABE

Hannah, I fucked up. Oh god, I
fucked up so bad...

Before Hannah can respond--

Later. On the bed, Nick and Kayla lay in the da naked
amongst rustled sheets.

NICK
Want something to drink? Or

KAYLA
I'm good.

His finger traces the

They lay there in the silence
a’'s back and hip.

tattoo that curves around K
What is thi

Nick explores it with his lips.
ines it--

Kayla deoesn't ans
Then, he truly

NICK
's tribal.

— WA
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TOWNHOUSE - NIGHT

. Silent. Kayla enters quietly. 1In
to remove her heels then proceeds.

The house is
the hall, she sto

irs she finds her DAD standing in

As she starts up the s
ouette. He startles Kayla.

the shadows. Eerie in s

la waits for the

Silence. It speaks volumes.
tter... But it doesn’t

lecture, the fight, the you-know
come. . .

She continues up the stairs, passing by
avoids eye contact. Mostly because she’s red i1f she
looked in his face, saw his hurt, she might

Kayla makes it all the way up the stairs, quickly
disappearing into her room. CLOSE on her father's

INT. HOTEL SUCRE - HALLWAY - NIGHT

Hannah steps off the elevator and rushes down the
hallway, looking for the right room. She finds the room,
sees the DO NOT DISTURB SIGN. She KNOCKS. Moments
later, the door opens... Gabe ushers her in and closes
the door.

INT. HOTEL SUCRE - DAN’S SUITE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Gabe is freaking out, a full blown panic. He’s a sketchy
fucked up mess.

START -
a What is going on? What did you
do?

GABE
I fucked up bad.
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But then Hannah sees for herself. Dan on the floor.
What the fuck?

HANNAH
Who is that?

GABE
This guy, I met tonight...

Hannah goes to Dan’s body, kneels down. A quick look.
Yes, he's dead.

8

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

HANNAH
What happened?

GABE
He fell and he didn’t get up. He
should have gotten up but he
didn’t... he hit his head.

HANNAH
Jesus Christ... who is it, Gabe?
GABE
Billy's friend. We were hanging
out and--
HANNAH

Billy, your roommate?

GABE
Yeah, he freaked and left. We
were partying and then the guy got
mad and starting fighting with
Billy... I was trying to help...

Gabe'’s voice trails off.

HANNAH
Why didn’t you call for help?

GABE
I called you.

Hannah stares at her brother in disbelief. He starts to
cry again, breaking down.

GABE
I'm sorry, Hannah... I can’'t call
the police. Not with my record.
They won’t understand.
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HANNAH
I don’'t understand. Goddammit,
Gabe. I don’t hear from you for
months and you call me with this?

Gabe breaks down into tears. The drugs are still

controlling him.
(CONTINUED) q /
l e

GABE
I have a possession charge,
resisting arrest... what was I
supposed to do?



43.
CONTINUED: (2)

HANNAH
Leave me out of it! You could
have left me out of it. Fuck.

Hannah wants to explode. Her head is spinning. She’s
finding it hard to breathe. Gabe watches her. She calms
her breathing... Pulls herself together.

GABE
Can we Jjust leave?
HANNAH
A lobby full of people, cameras
everywhere...
But, then... Hannah makes a decision. She goes to the

bathroom and returns with washcloths. She hands one to
Gabe and then starts wiping down the room.

HANNAH

Wipe down anything you touched.
GABE

What are we doing?
HANNAH

We’'re gonna take our chances and

risk it.
(Gabe reacts)
Move. Now.

She barks orders at him. It activates him. He does as
told.

HANNAH
Wipe the place down —-- whatever
you touched, wipe it clean.

She starts wiping down all the surfaces. Gabe joins her.
The bar, the phone, the table, the window, the bathroom,

etc.

Hannah reaches into Dan’s pants and finds his wallet.
She checks for his ID. She pockets it. She finds his
cell phone.

HANNAH
Did you call or text with him?

GABE
Billy did.

She takes Dan'’s cell phone too.

(CONTINUED)

10
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CONTINUED: (3)

HANNAH
Alright, let’s go.

Gabe gathers his things. As they exit, Hannah wipes the

door knob as the last thing she does. W

INT. HOTEL SUCRE - LOBBY - NIGHT

Late night. Gabe and Hannah, heads down, move quickly
through the lobby and out the doors...

0
0

A mass of steel, glass, and everything else that makes 3
this forest of urban life. 2
&

INT. RILEY APARTMENT - BEDROOM - MORNING %
<

Beth lays in bed, wide awake, last night weighigg heavily !
on her. She turns to Jordan sleeping next to 4
(&)

A quiet moment as the morning light frames just so 2
He looks peaceful... perfect. Just then, JMis eyes <%
flutter open. He looks at her a moment.f Hey... c
=

BETH _g

Still wanna come with me tglday? ~

To the rally? 8

28]

JORDAN >

Do you still want megtoo? Re)

(%)

()

Beth nods. Yes, please. Jgfdan smiles. Okay, then. o
Tension... trepidation cou cut the air but at least ()

they’re both trying.

INT. SHERMAN TOWNHOU - MORNING

e day when Colleen appears in the

(CONTINUED) /

Kayla dresses for
doorway .

COLLEEN
h night?

Whatever.

COLLEEN
You put your Dad in a tizzy.
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TINUED:
BETH (CONT'D)

It’s just, this world is so
screwed up, it messes with my
head. Everyone is so angry all
the time--

JORDAN
et it. It feels futile.

BETH

Don’t\excuse me. You don't

deservd my bullshit. I can’t let
ver my life. It kills me
hought I didn’t want

want, Jordan. You've
at I want. SoO...

You’'re all
always been

nt. The windows are lined
JEWELRY STORE. Beth'’s face
ordan is surprised and

Beth points to the store
with WEDDING RINGS. It's
says “surprise.” And, yes,
appreciates the gesture but.

JORDAN
You don't have to do is. You
won’'t lose me.

BETH
I'm scared 1’11l lose myse We
are the best part of me. ere is

not a day I want to wake up
without you. That is my real\ty.
Please marry me, Jordan Riley?

Silence. He stares at her in wonder.
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BETH
Are you going to answer? I can
get down on one knee?

JORDAN

Yes, yes, yes...

Elated. Crazy 1in love.

1sses her.
INT. HANNAH'S APARTMENT - MORNING
The morning sun cuts through a window. Gabe lays on the

couch. His body stirs, his eyes flutter. Gabe squints,
rising up. His eyes find Hannah...

(CONTINUED) ‘1



HARNAH

Who sits at the kitchen table, coffee in hand. She
hasn’'t slept. Gabe sits up, the nightmare coming back.

ST —
é How long have I been asleep?

HANNAH
Four hours. What did you take?

CONTINUED:

GABE
I found your Ambien in the
bathroom.

HANNAH

You took Ambien with coke? Do you
know how dangerous that is? You
could go in a coma, have heart
failure--

GABE
Seriously?

Gabe sees the TV is on. Muted. The LOCAL NEWS plays.

GABE
Anything yet?

Hannah shakes her head.

HANNAH
Maybe we’ll get lucky.

Gabe considers. Then, he looks at his sister.

GABE
We're not lucky people, Hannah.

Yes... Hannah knows this. She’s known her whole life. gnp

Students chatter before class. Kayla enters to find
Laney waving her over.
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LANEY
Get over here. Where did you
last night? You ditched me

uch to divulge. She

(CONTINUED) I 3

Kayla plays it cool. Not sure hg
takes a seat next to Laney.

|



