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INT. OLD MONEY BUILDING - PRIVATE CLUB - NIGHT

DING! CLOSE ON HUGHIE as the ELEVATOR DOOR OPENS. His jaw
hits the floor. As he takes in —-

A PRIVATE CLUB. Dark. Thumping music. Lots of SIDE ROOMS
and various nooks and crannies.

AND SUPERHEROES. Male and female. All shapes and sizes and
colors. PARTYING THEIR COSTUMED ASSES OFF. The female
heroes are having as much rambunctious fun as the men. It's
like Studio 54 -- multiplied by 54.

One FEMALE HERO with a tiara tightens her FLUORESCENT ROPE,
S&M style, around a HOG-TIED NAKED MAN. He happily begs to
be spanked, she happily obliges.

Two HEROES TELEKINETICALLY HURL a CHAIR over a ducking
WAITER, SMASHING it through the window, as if they were
Whitesnake on the Sunset Strip.

Hughie and Butcher step over a burly STEEL-SKINNED SUPERHERO,
passed out on the floor in a pool of his own sick. WAITERS
try to drag him away, but he’s far too heavy.

Hughie is absolutely gobsmacked. Then spots --

HUGHIE
Hey, that’s Captain Fantastic. The
‘Capes for Christ’ guy. Holds those
anti-gay rallies.

POV. The stretchy Superhero we saw on TV in the opener is in
ecstasy, wrapped around THREE MEN in G-STRINGS.

BUTCHER
And now he's the meat in the
Manwich. Fuckin’ hypocrite. Like
Bill Cosby in spandex.

They pass a HERO, his hair a SHIMMERING WAVE of FIRE, quietly
and desperately crying to himself. Who knows why.

HUGHIE
Okay. So this is more than I ever,
ever wanted to see. I'm leaving now

shog 2y)
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CONTINUED:
SECURITY GUARD 53(:.:1-

BUTCHER
Where’s the vid you rang me about?

Hurry up.

The Security Guard reluctantly hands Butcher a MEMORY STICK.
Butcher plugs it into a COMPUTER.

BUTCHER
Oi. Hughie. Monitor 2.

Butcher fiddles a knob. Turning up the AUDIO.

THE MONITOR. Time-stamped security cam footage of a BACK
ROOM. A-TRAIN. Throws back shots like it‘s his job.

HUGHIE
A-Train’s -- here?

BUTCHER
Was. This is from last night.

THE MONITOR. Suddenly, A-Train looks 0.S., as —-—

F‘F{" —p BIG GAME (0.S.)
A-Train. Your girlfriend’s here.

She’s pissed.
A HERO -- BIG GAME -- enters. He carries two MANNEQUIN ARMS.

BIG GAME
She wants to know why you ran
through her the other night. I
mean, she just went to pieces.

HUGHIE. His jaw clenches. Butcher looks at him,
sympathetic. Xnows how hard this is for him.

A-TRAIN
Hey, I'm not the one that threw a
Volvo at that carjacker, without
realizing there was a fucking kid
strapped inside.

BIG GAME
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CONTINUED: (2)

BIG GAME
Aw, look, she wants to make up.

A-TRAIN
Sorry, baby, but when I get inside a
girl, I get inside a girl.

OSE ON HUGHIE. Quietly enraged —- S lof)

HUGHIE
...they’re laughing. Like she’s a
joke. They'’re fucking laughing.

BUTCHER
Question is, what are you gonna do
bout it?

TOWER - OUTSIDE BOARDROOM - NIGHT

ldent Julia Stillwell skims down the Tower’s
ought Lawyer -- same guy from before -- he

He's nervous -- she 1s miles above his
ever loses her corporate geniality.

Vought Vice-Pre
hallway with the
hurries to keep u
paygrade. But she

LIA STILLWELL
I'm sorry. t’s Doug?

DOUG\ FRIEDMAN
Yes. Doug. Fr\edman. Ma’am.

JULIA ILLWELL
Doug, I appreciate\you trying to low-
ball this Hugh Campkell, but can we
settle out the A-Tra\n thing? I
mean, 25 thousand? got a bigger
shoe budget.

DOUG FRIEDMAN
I'm not sure it’s about e money
with this guy.

JULIA STILLWELL
If you quit nickel and dimin§ him?
It’l]l be about the money. Jukt get
it off our plate, please.
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CONTINUED: (2)

GHIE
Both of vyo Can we please focus on
the damn c@ip\--

INT. HOSPITAL ROOM - NIGHT

IPAD SCREEN. A ‘LOADING’ ICON FLASHES, until--

An image appears. FACEBOOK LIVE, with all the appropriate
banner graphics. A real-time feed of a HOSPITAL ROOM.
Balloons. Excited, nervous PARENTS. And a bald kid with
cancer (COLBY, 13) propped up on pillows.

DAD
Okay, you ready? Here we go.

Dad opens the door. A-TRAIN marches in with a flourish.

A-TRAIN
Here comes the A-Train!

A-Train grins, beaming and gleaming, into camera -- seems
be aware this is being live streamed.

A-TRATIN
Hey, Colby. How you feeling, pal?
Brought you this.

He hands over a deluxe A-Train ACTION FIGURE.

COLBY
(confused)
Thanks -- I'm sorry, I asked for

Translucent.
A-Train smiles again into camera, more awkward this time.

A-TRATN
Translucent is on a secret
undercover mission. But you got the
A-Train, baby...

COLBY
(to his parents)
But -- my wish was to meet
Translucent. That was my only wish.

"Cherry" - 10/15/17 (NETWORK DRAFT 4) ?.Sco Q

to



THE BOYS #102 “"Cherry" - 10/15/17 (NETWORK DRAFT 4) 8.
CONTINUED:
A-TRAIN (CONT'D)
Can outrun anybody and anything.
That’s something, isn‘t it? So you
get better -- and I’'ll teach you to
run as fast as me!

COLBY

(dry)
Yeah? You’ll teach me to outrun

cancer?

Everyone drops their eyes. A-Train, self-conscious and
embarrassed, tries to give the camera a thumbs-up.

WIDEN OUT TO REVEAL: STOP

INT. THE SEVEN TOWER - STILLWELL'S OFFICE - NIGHT

SENIQR VICE PRESIDENT of HERO MANAGEMENT JULIA STILLWELL.
Watchgs the live stream beside the Seven’s publicist ASHLEY.

JULTA STILLWELL
Turn it off.

Ashley clic off the iPad.

JULIA STILLWELL
I don\t know how many times I have

to say \this -- A-Train needs to be
scripte When he doesn’t have a
script --\this happens.

Yes, ma‘am. ever again. I'm

SOrry.
JULTA ILLWELL
And still nco idea Where Translucent
ig?
ASHLEY

We know he’s not in the\ building.
He hasn’'t triggered any ef the
motion sensors.

(then)
He’s probably out on anoth
his benders.

one of
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CONTINUED: (3) S :

JULIA STILLWELL
What?...

HOMELANDER
e are NOT going to that race!/ One
oY, our own 1s out there, missfing-in-
achion. Probably in danger./ Maybe
you Yon’'t think that’'s a prjyority,
but w& sure as hell DO!

A-TRAIN
(jumpixg on it)
Yeah, man. \I can’t racé. I got
mental stress

A beat. Stillwell’s face Nurng on a dime. She now appears
genuinely crushed by Homelaxd¢r’s words. She either is -- or
she’s Meryl fucking Streep ald missed her calling.

STILLWELL

How can you say/that? y number one
priority is to /fprotect ¥pou. You...

(bridles hfr emotion,\then)
You are my fafmily.

(off thedr guilt)
Half of yodr armor is made fXom the
fact that/people think The Se%en are
invincib/e. If the world star®dg to
suspec¥ that you’re not, guess
what?/.. There will be all kinds \Qof
sick#s coming at you taking
potghots. So, yes, this is a PR
ting. Everything is a PR thing.

Off the Sypes, Stillwell’s words guilting them t¥ the bone,
especially Homelander -- we cut to:

INT. ABANDONED APARTMENT - HOBOKEN - DAY - INTERCUTTING

The Boys watch the monitors and spy on what’s going on in
Popclaw’s flat. We intercut their reactions as appropriate:

INT. POPCLAW'S PENTHOUSE - DAY - INTERCUTTING

Popclaw and A-Train are making out on the couch. It starts
to get seriously hot and heavy. But A-Train stops her.
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CONTINUED:

Popclaw sits on the floor. Grabs his calf in one hand, holds
the heel of his foot in the other. Then starts to suck on
his toes, as she rubs his calf. Weird. Like a cross between
blowing an elephant and playing a trombone. After a bit:

A-TRAIN (CONT'D)
Stop-stop -- it’s tickling.

POPCLAW
(reads him)
What’s wrong?

A-TRATIN
Blue Bolt... He’s right on my
heels. What if I lose?

POPCLAW
It’s just another race. That’s all.

A-TRAIN
No, it’s not! This fuckin’ kid’s
the real deal. No one wants the
second fastest man in The Seven!
(long beat, drops his head)
You know what Stillwell said to me?
I'mout if I lose. Fucking out.
(breaking down)
All these kids comin’” up. I don’‘t
know if I can handle it anymore...

She holds him. Strokes his hair. Soothing her stallion.

POPCLAW
Shhh... It’ll be okay... You’'ll see.

After a while, he settles. Sits up, head bowed boyishly.

A-TRAIN
The V... Where’d you put it?

POPCLAW
(walking on eggshells)
Are you sure?... You lose control.
Remember how you ran through that
lady in the street? That was the V.
You‘re much sharper without it.
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CONTINUED: (2)

A-TRAIN

Yeah, I heard. But how is that
helping me right now? You’'re
talking about what happens if I
lose?

(beat)
I gotta win this thing! T don’'t
wanna be some washed out B-squader?!

POPCLAW
(cuts deeply)
Like me?
A-TRAIN
(oh, shit)

Gh, no. I‘m sorry. I didn'ty’..

Genuinely wounded, Popclaw sits up. Turns her back on him.
A-Train tries to put his arm around her. She pushes it away.

A-TRAIN (CONT'’D)
T didn’t mean it, it just came out.

POPCLAW
You meant 1it.

A-TRAIN
(a tortured beat)
Ah, Jesus... Babe, I can’'t do this
right now. I gotta go. Why don’t
you just give me the V... and I’'11
see you back here after the race.

Popclaw just went from wounded to floored.

POPCLAW
What are you talking about?!

A-TRAIN
(beat, dreading this)
I been meaning to tell you.

POPCLAW
Are you fucking kidding me?..! For
weeks, I’'ve been getting my hair
done, threading my eyebrows, waxing
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CONTINUED: (3)
A-TRAIN (CONT'D)

(off Popclaw, stunned)
You know her -- all about the image.
It’1ll happen for us, I promise. But
I gotta get my leverage back first.

(a beat)
See, that’s why I gotta win this
thing. I gotta win it for us.

Popclaw tears up. She’s not naive, she’s seen this behavior
before-- most poignantly in herself. But even a junkie can
love two things. And now’s not the time to interdict:

She mopes over to a drawer. Retrieves the duffel (the one A-
Train carried when he pulverized Robin). Hands it over.

A-Train reaches in to make sure it’s there -- pulls out a
VIAL OF BLUISH LIQUID. Thank God. He kisses her, and then
leaves with the bag. O0ff Pecpclaw, devastated, we PRELAP:

HUGHIE (PRELAP) -r()
x STOP

‘'V*? What t hell is V?

ANDONED APARTMENT - HOBOKEN - DAY ( NTS LATER)

INT.

The Boys yather around, excited by this ge revelation.

BUTCHER

TerNmillion dollar questio mate!
MOTHER'S MILK

I never i 've known

Obviously, i
performance e

BUTLHER
It makes A-TyYain run Xaster... so
what, does ¥t also mak& The
Homelander The Deep out-

swim a shatk?



