LAST VIRGINIA CHRISTMAS
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Second Draft. (02/28/18) Q_E‘Q

MARY
You all can do what you want. But I
refuse to 3it back and let them
gell our memoriea.

With that,
attic.

storm=s down the step Jfdder, leaving the

— DAY

The front deoor opens and out steps Mary, who begins walking
toward the house next door.

EXT. BRANDON'S HOUOSE — DAY

This house is a bit smaller and morse modern than the
neighbora next door.

Mary reaches the front door and gives it a EKNOCK. After a
beat, the door swings open, revealing BRANDON (24)-— athletic
and handsome with a boyish charm.

START » MARY .

Hi, Brandon.

BRANDON *
Morning, neighbor. What's up?

MARY *
I need your help.

Brandon raises an eyebrow—— oh?
MARY *
How do you feel about sabotaging a

real estate deal?

OFF MARY, a look of determimation crossing her face.

EXT. DOWNTOWN STAUNTON] - DAY *

Downtown bustles with peotivity and holiday cheer.
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FEGCEY (CONT'D)
For awhile ther$, before Hash

left... we all ghought he could be
the one.

Megan takes this in, gettikg & touch somber.

MEGAN
But he wasn’'t €
because he move
Jamesg .
(beat)
So I promise, y
worry about.

one. And it was
away that I met

have nothing to

ted to be sure.

nd a moment later the rest of the
gan takes Ivy's hand, and the
own Main Street, shopping bags in

Peggy hugs her daughter,
family exita the store.
family continues walking
hand.

As the rest of the family
display, Megan spots Nash
from Lane’'s office.

window shops at a Christmas
across the street, walking away

She gquickly ducka cut of sfght, keeping an eye on him as Nash
disappears down the street] Once he's gone, Megan rejoina her

family at the window d

Brandon and Mary sit in the cozy living room, mid-
conversation.

BRANDON
I don't know. Doean't that seem
kind of... dishonest?

MARY
How is it dishonest? If anything,
it'a the right thing to do. We're
pointing ocut what's wrong with the
house to a potential buyer!

ERAHDON
With a few embellishments to
convince them not to go through

with it.

MARY
Can I help it if I'm a bit
dramatic?

conflicted look on her face.

2/7

Sides by Breakdown Services - Actors Access



LAST VIRGINIA CHRISTMAS

Role: BRANDON

Seccond Draft. (02/28/18) 37.

MARY (CONT'D)
It'a not like it*s against the law
to bend the truth a little.

BRANDON
It's called perjury. Isn’'t Bethany
a lawyer? How did none of that rub
off on you?

Mary shrugs with a grin.
BRANDON

How do Megan and Bethany feel about
thia?

MARY

They're both in denial.

(beat)
Well, at least Megan is. But trust
me—— this is for the best. I'm just
buying some time for my mom and dad
to see how important it is teo keep
the house.

Brandon just locks at her, not fully convinced.

MARY

Come on, I wouldn't know where to
begin with this kind of stuff.

(beat)
I mean, if you really want me to
move away, fine. I get it. I just
thought we were friends and you'd
want to help me.

Brandon just sighs.

BRANDON
I have to admit, despite you being
more of an inconvenience than a
neighbor, it has been nice having
you back here the past couple
monthse.

MARY
Right? It's like middle school all
over again. Do you really want to
lose that?

Mary is joking around, and deesn’'t pick up on the fact that
Brandon really doesn’t want to lose that.

ERANDON
Okay, fine. I'11l help. But you ocwe
me .
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Mary claps her hands together.
MARY
Good! Because the home inspector is
coming over today.

Brandon shakes his head with & grin.

BRANDON
You're really socmething.

OFF MARY, smiling-- yeah, I know. (_END

INT. MARVIN HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Mary and Brandon enter to find Megan unlcading an armfu
Rpping paper intec a closet.

Good to see you.

Brandon starts to ant fuickly butts in.

NMothing. Juat

Brandon bites his tongue.

BREANDON
{sarcastic)
Wow. What a coincidence.

bows Brandon.

MECAN
Mary, I know you're not craEy about
the house being asold. Especially
gince you're living here for now.
But just...

J8.
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iaash sighs, feeling guilty.

LANE p
uat sleep on it. I'm sure you'll

... Okay. But 1
feel right——

Hash nods, %] not fully
convinced

INT. BRANDON'S HOUSE - LIVING RQOOM - DAY *

Mary lies on Brandon's couch, face down. Brandon enters the
room with a cup of coffee.

START 2 BRANDON

If you’'re done yelling into my
couch, I have some coffee for you.

A beat as Mary just lies there. Finally she sits up and takes
the coffee from Brandom.

MARY
She makes me so0... furicua. Just
because she has & career, and a
husband, and a tiny apartment in
New York doesn't mean she’s better
than me.

BRANDON
Bethany deoesn't think she's better
than you. She's just mad at you.
(beat)
Don't you think she kind of has the
right to be?

MARY
I don't know! Maybe. I gueas.

Mary takes a sip of her coffee before leaning back in the
couch.
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MARY
I just... thought I could make it,
yvou know? If I recorded a song, and
got discovered... maybe they
wouldn’'t be sc disappeointed in me.

BERANDON
Who do you think's disappeointed in
you? Bethany?

Mary just shrugs, not wanting to admit it.

MARY
Her life is8 so together. And mine’s
never been.

Brandon sits down on the couch next to Mary.

MARY
Maybe that’s why I've been holding
onto the house so much. They have
their liwves to go back to, but
me... once the house is gone,
that’s it. I don't really have
anything elae.

BRANDON
¥es you do.

She gives him a lock—— really?

ERANDON
You have courage. I mean, putting
everything on the line to pursue
your dream in muaic? That takes
guts.

Mary smiles a little at that.

BERANDON
And vou have talent. I*wve heard you
ging. There's no doubt in my mind
you'll make it if you keep trying.

Mary locks up at him.

MARY
You think so?

Brandon noda.

BRANDON
And that's not to menticn
everything else you have.

T7.
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BRANDON (CONT'D)
Passion, strength, beauty. Hot to

mention me, which is super
wvaluable.

Mary can’t help but laugh. She locks at him for a beat.

MARY
Thanks, Brandon.

Mary wraps him up in a hug. They hold each other for a

moment, both enjoying it. Mary catches herself smiling, and a

lock of surprise crosses her face.

EXT. MARVIN HOUOSE - NIGHT

house is once again glowing in the night with Christp
gte8. Megan walks up to the house and steps inaside.

AW/ ITH HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Megan enteMg the living room to find Bethany a
working on eir laptops side by side. They &
Megan enters.

CEORCE
is.

HANY

Starting o miss it?

Megan sighs.

think I've always missed it. It's
nard mot to. I just... wasn't
really focusing on the right

Any gives her sister a smile.

MEGAN
Is Ivy around?

€END

¥ % % ¥ ¥
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