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Scene 1
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INT. LODGHE AFAKIUMENT - VERONLUCA®S BEDROUM — NL1GHYL (N3) L2

Archie, Nick, and Veronica hanging out in her room. Nick’s
splayed out on Veronica’s bed, much to Archie’s annoyance.

.l VERONICA
"‘““// -~ though your brown-nosing at
dinner was over-the-top, Nicky.

NICK
(mock outrage)
How dare you? I love your mother's
flan. Although, I still have room
for more dessert.

Nick reaches into his pocket, and pulls out —~ a SMALL VIAL.

ARCHIE
What’s that?

NICK
This, Archie, is a pastime popular
amongst sophisticates who wish to
have an extra good time.

Nick pours some on his hand, offers it to Veronica.

VERONICA
No, thank you. I'm full.

NICK
Veronica Lodge turning down a bump.
What a Brave New World it is.
(then, offering to Archie)
How about it, Big Red?
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CONTINUED: 22

L)
Archie shakes his head. Nick shrugs, snorts it. Then, as he
wanders. ..

NICK (CONT’D)
Well, what do you country mice do
for fun up here? Skip stones down at
the local fishing hole? Catch
lightning bugs in mason jars?

ARCHIE VERONICA
We don‘t -~ Basically.

Nick comes across a palr of Pussycat ears --

NICK (CONT’D)
Ronnie, what kind of kink is this?

VERONICA
I wear them when I'm playing with
Josie and the Pussycats.

NICK

..you're in a band? )\
En

OFF Archie, seething...

Z
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 Scene 12
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o
30 INT. FIVE SEASONS HOTEL - NICK'S SUITE - NIGHT (N4) 30

The party'’s dead. Veronica, who’s finishing off a glass of
self-pitying champagne, is trying to pick the place up --
---- NICK (0.S.)
Leave that for the maids.

Veronica turns. It’s Nick, polishing off a bottle of champagne.

NICK (CONT’D)
Never has one of my parties fizzled
out so spectacularly. One minute,
we’'re all having fun, doing jingle-
jangle, the next...

VERONICA
...I don’t know what got intoc Betty.
She's my best friend, believe it or
not. I'm so sorry, Nick.

Veronica sits on the edge of the bed. Nick joins her.

NICK
Don't be. It added some piquancy and
drama. But those things she said...
You're not a bad person, Veronica.
In fact, you’re incredible...

(MORE)

3
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30 CONTINUED: 30
NICK (CONT'D)
(then)
You‘re smart, cultured, vivacious.
You‘re sexy...

Veronica’s flattered -- but then, Nick is feeling up her
thigh. She looks down at his hand.

VERONICA
Nick, what are you doing?

NICK
(trying to kiss her)
I want you, Veronica...

VERONICA
(alert, standing up)
—— Nick, I'm sorry if I gave you the
wrong impression. I'm with Archie --

NICK
(advancing on her)
Come on, Vee. You barely locked at
that hayseed yokel all night. You
were all over me —-—

VERONICA
We're just friends, Nick, old
friends —-
(he tries to kiss her again)
Stop it --
(she slaps him)
~— I MEAN IT, NICK, STOP!

NICK
(turning mean)
Same old Veronica. You flirt and you
tease, but in the end, you think

you’re better than me —- even after
your father'’s humiliating fall from
grace —-

VERONICA

You’re drunk and tweaked-out -~

NICK
And you're damaged goods, and given
how little the Lodge name matters
now, this is the best offer you’'re
ever gonna get, so I‘d take it —-

VERONICA
You're a pig --

s
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NICK
-- with the power to implode this
pathetic deal your criminal father’s
desperately trying to make happen. So
unless you want it to go away, I'd be
thinking of ways you might show me l/, - 4
your appreciation. (If you need help, c n)‘
I can suggest a couple...)

Nick brandishes that same, lady-killing smile we saw when we
first met him -- and Veronica, disgusted, leaves.
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