
INT. NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION. KITCHEN. THE NEXT DAY.

We’re now in Virginia, at the National Science Foundation, 
and CLOSE ON the face of a woman whose life didn’t turn out 
how she thought it would. This is LOU (30). 

LOU (INTO THE PHONE)
Hello, National Science Foundation. 

(a beat, then:)
Yes, we did receive your grant 
application. It looks like it’s 
under review.

(a beat, then:)
I don’t know. It’s under review. 

(a beat, then:)
I don’t know. Because it’s under 
review.

(a beat, then:)
Wait, oh my god, it was just 
rejected. Nah, kidding. It’s still 
under review.

(a beat, then:)
Well, I thought it was funny. I 
don’t know, it doesn’t sound like 
you have a very good sense of 
humor. Don’t sass me. What are you 
eating right now? A turkey 
sandwich? What’s on it? 

Lou suddenly looks up to see ARUN (40s) looking down at her.

LOU (CONT’D)
Oh hey, I gotta go. I think I’m 
about to be fired.

INT. NSF. ARUN’S OFFICE. MOMENTS LATER.

Arun (40s) sits at his desk. Lou sits across from him. 

LOU
My name is Lou, by the way. In case 
you need to fill out any paperwork 
to fire me. But hey, let me just 
save you some time: I quit.

(then)
Can I take that back? That was a 
mistake. I actually need this job. 
I am broke. I’m very broke. I’m 
bruhke. 

ARUN
Well, I’m not firing you--
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LOU
Oh thank god--

ARUN
I looked you up. We don’t have many 
receptionists who were one year 
away from finishing a PhD in 
microbiology. What happened?

LOU
Oh. Uhhh. Do you want the fun 
version or the sad version? 

ARUN
Fun?

LOU
(keeping it positive)

So my professor was sexually 
harassing me, then I reported him 
to the university, but he had 
tenure, so they did nothing, I lost 
my job, and no other lab would hire 
me. 

ARUN
Wow. Then you’re going to want to 
take a look at this.

Arun turns his computer around. ON SCREEN: A PENGUIN with one 
wing bandaged is being kissed by TWO ATTRACTIVE WOMEN. 

LOU
Okay. No. I just told you what 
happened to me, and now you’re 
going to show me some kind of 
penguin porn? Penguins? What kind 
of sick man are you? Do you just 
hang around the zoo with a bucket 
of sardines and a tub of lube?

ARUN
No, Lou--

LOU
I mean, once in high school, a guy 
showed me a video with a horse and 
I didn't like it at all, but at 
least the horse is kind of a 
handsome animal. A horse has 
dignity. But a penguin, dude? 
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ARUN
Right. Okay. This penguin was 
injured last night in our polar 
research facility in Antarctica. 

LOU
Oh. I apologize-- 

ARUN
I need someone to go find out who 
did this and bring that person home 
before Congress cuts funding. What 
do you think?  

LOU
Wait. Are you asking me?

ARUN
I’ll be honest. Everyone else said 
no. They have families-- you’re 
single, right? I just assumed 
because you’re wearing water 
sandals--   

LOU
Oh, these actually aren’t 
waterproof, but yes, I am very 
single. I’ve been very angry at men 
for about a year now-- 

ARUN
Lou. If you find me someone to 
blame for this-- when you come 
back, I’ll try to get you working 
in biology again. No more phones.  

A flash of excitement crosses her face, then disappears.

LOU
I told you. I’m done with science.

ARUN
Hm. Well, if you don’t go, you’re 
fired because you’re the worst 
receptionist we’ve ever had.     

LOU
Yep, then I’ll go. How cold does it 
get? I have like one of those 
scarves that’s also a hat?
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SCENE TWO

INT. LOU’S ROOM. MOMENTS LATER.

Lou sits, defeated. She reaches into her suitcase and takes 
out a plastic egg. She presses a button, and it starts to 
vibrate. She tries to turn it off, but it vibrates faster and 
JUMPS out of her hands. Suddenly, THE DOOR OPENS. It’s Pete, 
a blanket draped over him. Lou TOSSES the egg ON THE GROUND. 

LOU
I’m sorry I barged in, but I’m so 
cold, and I honestly don’t know how 
you deal with how cold it is...

Pete walks over to her windowsill. Their bodies are inches 
apart. He reaches down and makes a small adjustment. A HEATER 
IMMEDIATELY COMES TO LIFE.   

LOU (CONT’D)
I, wow, turns out I have a heater.  

PETE
Do you hear something?

LOU
No. 

PETE
It’s like a buzzing sound. 
it’s coming from down here...

LOU
No, I don’t hear anything. I 
don’t think it is, I...  

Pete bends down and pulls out the VIBRATING EGG. 

LOU (CONT’D)
What is that? That’s-- how did that 
get there? Must be a... clock or... 
some kind of baking tool...  

Pete grins. The woman in the lab coat appears in the doorway. 

LAB COAT WOMAN
Pete? I’m getting cold.

Pete nods, hands the egg to Lou. She reluctantly takes it. He 
calls over his shoulder to her, on his way out the door:

PETE
If you use it enough, does it 
hatch?
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LOU
You know what, I’ll just make sure 
this gets back to its owner!

Lou dives onto her bed in embarrassment. 

LOU (CONT’D)
NOOOOOOHHHHGODDDD!

She puts a pillow over her head...
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SCENE THREE

INT. HYDROPONIC GREENHOUSE. MOMENTS LATER.

Lou and Pete stare at the inside of a LUSH, GREEN HYDROPONIC 
GREENHOUSE-- the only way to grow anything here. 

PETE
You are five minutes away from 
something growing.

LOU
This is... I didn’t think anything 
could grow here.

Lou is overwhelmed. She moves along the row of plants, 
looking at every single one, like a kid in a candy store.

LOU (CONT’D)
Wow. Of course, you can’t use soil, 
so this liquid must be filled with 
nutrients-- Oh my god. 

ON a clump of AZTEC MARIGOLDS, the kind Lou had on her desk.

LOU (CONT’D)
Tagetes Erecta. Aztec Marigolds. 
This was the first plant I ever 
grew. I was six years old. 

Lou looks up Pete for a moment, then back at the plant.

LOU (CONT’D)
Thank you. I missed this.

Pete nods. Something passes between them.

LOU (CONT’D)
So who was that woman last night?

PETE
She’s a medic. We have sex 
sometimes. Why? Are you jealous? 

LOU
What? No!

PETE
Because if you want, I can 
leave my door open--

LOU
You think I’m just going to walk in 
your room and have sex with you? 
What-- like, a trick or treater? 
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PETE
Yeah. Why not? You’re attracted to 
me. I’m attracted to you. We’re not 
going to run off together and start 
a family, we’re going to go to a 
weird dorm room, and we’re going to 
take off our clothes, and we’re 
going to have sex for a very, very, 
very long time. 

LOU
(flustered)

“Very very long time”? What does 
that mean-- That’s so-- How do you 
even--  I don’t even know what that-
- is that like an hour?!
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SCENE FOUR

INT. TERRANCE’S LAB. CONTINUOUS.

She’s inside Terrance Black’s lab. Terrance sits with a 
couple members of his team, looking over a map. Isis is 
nearby, surrounded by paperwork and samples. He looks up.

LOU
Don’t speak. Don’t open your mouth. 
I want you to know that you took 
something from me-- And for about a 
year, I thought I was done. I was 
just... blank. And then I came 
here, and I realized that you’re 
the one who’s done. Because now I 
know a guy who knows a guy who has 
the email of a guy who can make 
your life miserable down here. 
Yeah! That’s right! No more extra 
cash! No more matching hats!

(to the rest of the guys)
You all look ridiculous, by the 
way! 

(back to Terrance)
So you’re going to do something for 
me. You’re going to let Isis go 
into the field, and you’re going to 
give her some real work, and I 
swear to god, if I ever hear you 
laid a hand on her, I will put you 
inside a polar bear’s mouth.

TERRANCE
There actually aren’t polar bears 
in Antarctica--

LOU
Then I will bring one here! I will 
go out and find the meanest, 
weirdest polar bear-- the one that 
likes to kill-- and I will bring it 
here and lock you in a shower with 
it. 

TERRANCE
(rolling his eyes)

Fine. Isis can go in the field. 
Just remind me, when do you leave?

The guys laugh. Lou stares at him, furious.
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LOU
Oh, I’m not leaving. I just 
decided. I’m staying. I’m staying, 
and I’m going to make sure you do 
everything I just said. 

TERRANCE
You’re being a little rash--

LOU
Oh yeah! Big time! I’m probably 
still delirious from the 
hypothermia and I haven’t slept in 
48 hours, and this is not a good 
life choice, but I’m staying! I’m 
going to do my own research! I’m 
going to figure it out! Because I 
am not done. Do you understand me? 
I’m not done.

Terrance nods. OVER MUSIC: Lou heads out and grabs one of the 
team’s matching hats, and puts it on. She can’t stop smiling.
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