
Seriously, you told me on film that 
you’re going to Mars to do 
something a million people haven’t 
done before you.  I suggest instead 
you plant your flag in that virgin 
territory --

His cell BEEPS.  He checks it and gives a WHOOP.  Stands.

FRIEDMAN (CONT’D)
Everybody!  Honor just put it out 
on her Twitter feed!  Ratings 
through the roof!  Twenty million 
people saw you losers kick ass!

CHEERS from everyone.  Sophie looks at Devi.

SOPHIE ROSE
Where the hell is Gina?

EXT. PARKING LOT - EXPEDITION CAMPUS - NIGHT

It’s quietly raining.  Gina’s working under the hood of her 
car.  Another car stops and the window goes down: David.

DAVID
Hey, Nolan.

She looks over at him.  

GINA
My car’s my version of KISS.  It’s 
so old there’s not a computerized 
part in it -- just points, plugs, 
and a V-8 that can be fixed without 
any help.

(beat)
In theory.  I don’t suppose you 
have a screwdriver?

He nods for her to get into his car.

INT. DINER - NIGHT

Gina and David sit in a booth.  They’ve got the works -- 
cheeseburgers, fries, shakes.  There’s a natural intimacy 
between these two, an ease.

GINA
It must be great -- knowing you’re 
going out with the First Wave.

23.
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DAVID
It’s not absolutely certain.  The 
names haven’t been released to the 
press.  

GINA
Come on.  Honor’s all about getting 
the public to buy in.  She wouldn’t 
have put you out there on TV if she 
weren’t sending you to Mars.

DAVID
(changing subject)

What about you, Nolan?  Who gave 
you the space bug?  There’s always 
someone... a teacher, an astronaut 
you admired...

GINA
My grandfather’s an archeologist.  
He took me along to all his digs 
when I was growing up.  And he’d 
say, “We all came out of Africa -- 
and look, they built a place here 
in Romania.”  Or in France... 
China... New Guinea... they just 
kept going! 

(beat)
I wondered what it was like for 
them.  The first wanderers.

The glow of her interest is hard to resist.  They look at 
each other for a moment...  Very aware...  He reaches blindly 
for a salt packet.

GINA (CONT’D)
That’s the sugar.

DAVID
Right.

He looks around, a little embarrassed, and realizes with a 
start that the Man behind the counter is staring at them.  He 
glances around and sees Customers staring as well.

DAVID (CONT’D)
I think we’ve been recognized.

Gina tries to take a bite of her cheeseburger.  Feels self-
conscious.  

TIME-CUT TO:

24.
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INT. DINER - NIGHT

They’re paying for their meal at the cash register.  

MAN AT REGISTER
(to Gina)

Congratulations.  On making it 
through tonight.

GINA
(startled)

Oh.  Thank you.

People start to APPLAUD.  She and David start to walk out --  

GINA (CONT’D)
Thank you!  Thanks!

It’s surreal.  But she can’t help smiling.  They start 
walking faster... faster... LAUGHING as they burst through 
the doors.

INT. CAR - NIGHT

They’re parked across the street from the bar where Gina’s 
supposed to meet her friends.  It’s late, the street quiet.  
The rain DRUMS on the roof.  They sit there, looking straight 
ahead.  Not speaking.  The vibe between them is intense.

GINA
I should go.

She doesn’t make a move.  A beat...

DAVID
Nolan, anything between us would be 
dangerous.

GINA
I know.

And now they’re closer to each other.

DAVID
I’m supposed to be impartial.  You 
said it, Honor is all about the 
public buying in.  If it got out 
that we were... 

GINA
I know.

They look at each other.  Without a word, she pulls his head 
down to hers.  The kiss is red-hot. 

25.
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They’re both on fire.  She starts pulling his shirt off, and 
he helps, though he can barely stop touching her to do it.  
And then it’s car sex in the rain.  Whatever’s between them, 
this is no passing fling.  It’s serious and intense.

Off Gina, gasping...

EXT. MARS - DAY

Devi GASPS as Cormack and Gina set down her stretcher.  
Santos and his group just came out as well.  For a moment, 
despite the urgency, they all stand there looking around at 
the landscape, wordless.  Then... 

CORMACK
We’re on another goddamn planet.

GINA
Training doesn’t matter.  Nothing 
could ever really prepare you for 
this.

Santos addresses his people, pointing toward nearby hills.  
Gina points in another direction for Cormack --

GINA (CONT’D)
That way.

DEVI
This is crazy.  You don’t even know 
for sure where the thing is --

GINA
(calm authority)

Shut up, Devi, we’re saving you.

Devi looks at Cormack.

DEVI
Why are you doing this?

CORMACK
Felt like a walk.

They lift the stretcher again.  We PULL BACK...

...to see the tiny figures of the two groups start walking 
away in opposite directions, dwarfed by the dangerous, alien 
landscape all around them.

END OF ACT ONE
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INT. MONTAGE - DAY

Gina in a hospital gown, running on a treadmill, with 
electrodes hooked to limbs and chest and a gas monitoring 
tube shoved in her mouth... sitting in an altitude chamber 
with ten other people, who look at each other uncomfortably 
as a console reads “countdown to explosive decompression”... 
getting an electroretinagram in which scores of tiny wires 
seem to be hooked directly onto her eye in a freakish way -- 
a TECHNICIAN gestures and she sticks her head into an egg-
shaped cavity... getting an EEG as the sound of an EXPLOSION 
detonates behind her -- she startles and the waves on the 
monitor go nuts. A blank-faced TECHNICIAN whispers a note we 
can’t hear into his lapel mike... Gina finally walking out of 
the facility, burnt out, unsure how all this went -- as her 
WRISTBAND BEEPS.  She looks at it: REPORT FOR DAY ONE 
TRAINING 7AM.  Off her growing smile...  she made it.

INT. GYM - DAY

Gina stands in the midst of a long row of people stretched 
out along the wall.  Whenever we see her class, we’ll see 
young people in great condition, all races, all ethnicities.   
The gym’s enormous.  In an area not too far away, there’s a 
climbing rope.  AISEA TALAKE, a dark-haired Polynesian girl 
with BLUE OCEAN WAVE TATTOOS around her neck is trying and 
failing, ignominiously, to climb it.  She’s by herself.

Gina’s group is being called, one by one, to run through an 
obstacle course.  We pass a young man with a SHAVED HEAD; a 
young woman with MANY PIERCINGS.  Friedman is here, in a t-
shirt, filming.  

INSTRUCTOR
McMillan!

(SHAVED HEAD MAN starts)
Rose!

(Sophie starts; the 
instructor corrects)

The other Rose!
(her brother Mason starts)

Devi!

Chandra Devi, the self-confident Amazon we saw earlier, takes 
off.  She’s magnificent.  CLOSE on her thighs as they pump, 
her flying hair.  She clears every obstacle with grace -- 
it’s like watching a thoroughbred.  NEIL CORMACK, 28, stares.

CORMACK
She’s a goddess.

Friedman is next to him.  Also impressed.

6.
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FRIEDMAN
I hope for the honor of nailing 
her.

(as Cormack looks at him)
What?  I’m expressing a respectful 
goal.

Gina’s impressed, too.  To the young man next to her: 

GINA
That’s what you need to do here: 
come in strong, hit them with a 
good first impression.  

(looks at Talake, still 
struggling)

Doesn’t look promising for her.  
And shouldn’t she have a spotter?

DAVID
People don’t like to help their 
competition, I guess.  

(introduces himself)
David Lewis.  Geology.

GINA
Gina Nolan.  Botany.

DAVID
Ah.  One of the people in charge of 
the crops.  You’ll be keeping us 
alive once we get there.

GINA
Getting there is the problem.  With 
odds of one in ten, we have to look 
for ways to stand out from the 
crowd --

INSTRUCTOR
Moving on to mat practice!  Any 
volunteers to start us off?

GINA
(to David)

I was a gymnast in school.

She raises a hand.  The instructor calls on her.

INSTRUCTOR
Nolan!

WE CUT TO:

7.
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INT. MAT ROOM - DAY

Gina is strapped into an enormous GYROSCOPE.  She does not 
look pleased.

INSTRUCTOR
The MAT -- the Multi-Access 
Trainer.  Welcome to a universe 
without up or down.

Gina’s whirled head over heels in every possible direction.  
TIME-CUT TO: 

GINA

Looking green, as she staggers away from the MAT.  The 
Instructor points to a nearby bucket, and moves on:

INSTRUCTOR (CONT’D)
Iberi!

Gina crouches to be sick into the bucket.  David, amused, 
stands over her.

DAVID
You’re right, it’s important to 
make a good impression.  But I 
won’t take points off for it.

She glances up at him, dismayed.

GINA
Points?  You’re one of the 
evaluators?

DAVID
We’re very sneaky.

EXT. GYM - DAY

Gina’s class files out, looking shaken and ill.  Gina, still 
looking queasy, sits on the steps beside SOPHIE ROSE, 24, who 
also looks queasy.  Devi walks out -- looking perfectly fine 
and cheerful.  

GINA
You handled the MAT like it was 
nothing.

DEVI
I was on one just like it dozens of 
times at Space Camp.

Sophie stares at her, impressed and depressed:

8.
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SOPHIE ROSE
You were at Space Camp?

Gina offers Sophie her hand.

GINA
Gina Nolan.  Botany.

SOPHIE ROSE
Sophie Rose.  Engineer.  My 
brother’s around here somewhere -- 

(grins)
We’re colonizing Mars as a family.

They turn to Devi to get her name.  Devi jokes:

DEVI
Should we know each other’s names?  
Or is that like naming pigs meant 
for slaughter?

A beat, as this lands on them.

DEVI (CONT’D)
Kidding.  I’m Chandra Devi.  
Microbiologist.

But is she really kidding?  There’s a vibe from Devi.  She’s 
not looking for friends.

SOPHIE ROSE
You’re right, though.  We’re 
competitors.

GINA
We’re what we choose to be.

A beat.  What will they choose to be?

INT. VIDEO - DAY

Friedman interviewing Gina.  

GINA
Why do I want to go to Mars?  Why 
wouldn’t you want to explore the 
universe?  It’s what humans do.

There’s a spark of wonder, a spirit of exploration in her 
that’s hard to resist.  Friedman throws her another 
personality question:

9.
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FRIEDMAN (O.S.)
Let’s say you make it.  Each 
colonist gets two pounds of 
personal items.  What’ll you bring?  
A framed picture?  A favorite book?  
Clothes you can’t live without...? 

A beat.  She smiles.

GINA
I grew up at my grandfather’s place 
in the country.  There was a big 
apple tree right by the house.

FRIEDMAN (O.S.)
So...?

She pulls a tiny plastic envelope from her pocket.  In it are 
six seeds.  

GINA
I’m bringing the tree.

DISSOLVE TO

INT. LANDER - SPACE

Picking up at the tense moment we left.

We MOVE PAST a few random colonists -- black, white, Asian -- 
including one man, RICHARD SANTOS, 32.  We’ll see a lot of 
him later.  Friedman has a look of doom -- he’d be terrified, 
but for him landing safely is nearly as bad as dying. 

And then we’re with Gina again.  White-knuckled.  Staring out 
the window as the Martian surface rises with surprising speed 
to fill the screen.  The “red planet” starts to become a real 
landscape as we barrel with frightening speed toward a desert 
of rocks, canyons, and mountain ranges.

They’re going so fast.  It looks like they’re heading for a 
crash.  The pilot struggles, doing his best with an 
overloaded craft.  Someone SCREAMS as --

EXT. MARS SURFACE - DAY

THWOOM!  The lander SLAMS to the surface, metal twisting, 
dust flying.  The nose of the craft careens, fragments of it 
SNAPPING OFF.

A ROCKY CLIFFSIDE RISES IN FRONT OF THE LANDER.  They barrel 
on... Can they stop in time?  A beat of suspense... 

10.
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Then, a second “Rose,” followed by “Sophie.”  They fling 
their arms around each other in joy.

MASON ROSE
It wouldn’t be Mars without you.

Devi’s going.  She’s not surprised, honestly.  

...And that’s it.  Gina stares at the board.  The words 
“COLONIZATION LIST COMPLETE” appear.  The ones who made it 
are congratulating each other.  Off Gina, in shock...

INT. HALLWAY - DORM - DAY

Gina’s walking down the hall, still in shock.  As the wheels 
in her head spin, she starts walking faster and faster...

INT. HONOR’S OFFICE - DAY

Gina bursts in, followed by an ASSISTANT.  Honor waves the 
assistant away.

GINA
What is this?  Payback for what 
happened at the press conference?

HONOR
I made a fair decision.

GINA
Fair?  My test scores were in the 
top one percent.  My psych 
evaluations, my medical tests... I 
passed everything!  What more could 
you need?

HONOR
I didn’t want to have to do this.

She keys into her computer.  A MONITOR on the wall comes on.  
It’s David, in his room on Mars.  A sliver of his personal 
computer screen is visible behind him.

DAVID (VIDEO)
I hope you never have to see this, 
but I’ve sent it to Honor because -- 
well, I know how you are.  I’m 
sorry, Gina.  I don’t want you to 
come to Mars.  Based on my 
experiences here, I don’t think you 
would make a good colonist.  

Gina stares at the screen in shock.
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DAVID (VIDEO) (CONT’D)
I know we planned to do this 
together, but the truth is... I’ve 
changed my mind about us.  This is 
a personal decision as well as a 
professional one.  I’m sorry.

(beat)
I know it must hurt, but it’s for 
the best.  

He reaches up and turns off the recorder.  The screen goes 
black.  Gina stands there, dumbfounded.  Honor knows this has 
hit her like a ton of bricks; she’s not unkind.  As she 
gently turns Gina toward the door and guides her out:

HONOR
You need some time to think.  
There’s no hurry about leaving; 
take a few days, see your friends 
if you want --

Gina stops short.  Her brain’s starting to work again.

GINA
Why does he still have my picture 
on his laptop?

HONOR
What?

GINA
His computer -- you could see sand 
and ocean.  I know where that 
picture was taken.  It’s a shot of 
me.

HONOR
So he didn’t get around to 
replacing it.

GINA
A painful breakup, but he wants to 
see my face every time he sits 
down?  No.  Something’s wrong.  He 
was lying.

HONOR
That’s quite a conclusion to jump 
to based on his wallpaper.

GINA
He risked his own shot at Mars to 
get me back in the program!  

47.
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He sent me a new video three weeks 
ago!  You don’t just suddenly turn 
180 like that!

(thinks)
Something is wrong on Mars.  With 
the situation, or with him.

HONOR
Maybe this is what you’d like to 
believe.

GINA
Maybe the tragedy at Grissom Hill 
knocked him off-balance.  I don’t 
know.

She looks at Honor.  A serious plea.

GINA (CONT’D)
He needs me.

HONOR
He just said the opposite.  And I 
tend to agree with him.  You’ve 
made decisions with your heart and 
not your head before -- that’s how 
you ended up getting cut the first 
time.

GINA
You want a reasoned argument?  He’s 
the senior colonist left, after 
Grissom Hill.  If I’m right -- if 
he’s suffering depression, if he’s 
not thinking clearly for whatever 
reason, the entire project suffers.  
That’s high-risk.  If you’re right, 
and I go to Mars only to discover 
nothing’s wrong and I’ve annoyed my 
ex-boyfriend... that’s low-risk.  

Honor considers this.  Gina has a point.  A beat...

HONOR
Prove it.

She keys a password into her computer, then hands Gina the 
keyboard.

HONOR (CONT’D)
If you go to Mars, someone will 
have to be dropped from the list to 
make room for you.  These are the 
records of your fifty classmates.  

48.
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Roam the database.  Find the 
weakest link.

GINA
(taken aback)

You want me to choose?

HONOR
Isn’t that what you were asking me
to do?  I already know the answer, 
but it’ll be interesting to see how 
you make your choice -- on 
friendship or on the data.  Heart 
or head.

Gina looks at the screen.  She can sense this isn’t going to 
go well.

INT. DIVE BAR - NIGHT

Twenty or so of the future colonists, here at the bar to 
celebrate (including Cormack, Santos, Sophie, Mason, Devi, 
Talake).  Gina enters.  A few nearby see her and their smiles 
change to looks of sympathy.  Someone calls:

COLONIST
Tough luck, Nolan!

She approaches the bar, where Sophie, Mason, and Devi are 
standing.  They see Gina and fall silent.

GINA
Rose, could I talk to you for a 
minute?

She’s closest to Mason; he thinks she’s addressing him and 
steps forward.  Hating herself, Gina says:

GINA (CONT’D)
The other Rose.

Off Sophie’s puzzled look, we PULL BACK.  As Willie Nelson 
sings “Mamas Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up to be Cowboys,” we 
see the words Gina’s saying MOS hit Sophie in the gut.  
Shock, with grief right behind.  Mason puts his arms around 
his sister, looks beyond her to where Gina stands, miserable 
but resolute.  We see him yell at her MOS -- “WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT, WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT --”  

Off this tableau...  DISSOLVE TO:

49.
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